The use of Ultroser G as a serum substitute in the culture of human skin fibroblasts.
Growth of human skin fibroblasts was dramatically enhanced when serum in the culture medium was replaced by Ultroser G. Compared to the same cells cultured in the presence of serum, alterations in glucose and lipid metabolism and an increase in the activity of prolidase (EC 3.4.13.9) and prolinase (EC 3.4.13.8) were also observed. Consequently, we advise extreme caution in the use of Ultroser G in metabolic studies, especially for periods of culture exceeding 10 days. However, Ultroser G can help to produce a large number of cells and so facilitate purification of the proteins produced during the stationary growth phase.